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CHAPTER 10

What Can We Do?

Becoming Part of the Solution

he challenge we face is to change patterns of exclusion, re-

Jection, privilege, harassment, discrimination, and violence
that are everywhere in this society and have existed for hun-
dreds (or, in the case of gender, thousands) of years. We have 1o
begin by thinking about the trouble and the challenge in new
and more productive ways as outlined in the preceding chapters.
Here is a summary of the tools we have to start with,

Large numbers of People have sat on the sidelines and seen
themselves as neither part of the problem nor

the solution,
Bevond this shared trait, howey

er, they are far from homoge-

neous. Everyone is aware of the whites, heterosexuals, and men

who intentionally act out in oppressive ways. But there s less
attention to the millions of people who know incquities exist
and want to be part of the solution. Their silence
allow the trouble to continue.

and invisibility
Removing what silences them

and stands in their Wav can tap an enormous potenual of energy

for change.
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